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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
German II is a continuing course of German language study for students who have basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and comprehending in German. By the end of the course students will master those skills and broaden their knowledge of the subject. Students should be able to engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions in target language on a higher level. Students will be able to understand and interpret written and spoken German on a variety of topics, and present information, concepts, and ideas to listeners or readers on a variety of topics. Achieving these goals requires regular practice with the language.

The course places a large emphasis on students becoming autonomous learners. Regular discussion and practice of grammatical structures will help you monitor your own spoken and written output, as well as further develop useful language learning strategies. Students will be encouraged to attend open tutorials to enhance their language and cultural skills. 

CLASSROOM RULES:

Respekt vor den Lehrern, Respekt vor Schülern und Respekt vor dir selbst!
Respect your teachers.  Respect your classmates.  Respect yourself.

These three phrases summarize how you should behave during our class.  Students who do not follow these rules may be given a verbal warning or disciplinary action such as a detention, a call home, Thursday school, or may be sent to I.S.S. (Room 710) for the remainder of the class period.

SPECIAL CLASSROOM RULES ON TECHNOLOGY:

NO electronic devices (cell phones, Ipods, headphones, etc.) may be used during the class period without explicit permission from Frau Neumann.  Students who are texting during class are being disrespectful to their teacher, classmates, and themselves.

If a student is seen using an unauthorized item, it will be confiscated and the student will be given an automatic detention.  Students may pick up their item(s) once the period bell rings or at the end of the school day.  The teacher will not be held responsible for students who forget to pick up confiscated items.  Repeat offenders will be given additional disciplinary action.  Students who refuse to cooperate when being asked to give an item to the teacher will be sent immediately to ISS, given a D.O.R., and will lose participation points. 
		
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
1. Student Planner (supplied by MCCSC)
2. Three Ring Binder with 5 dividers
3. Pencil or Pen (blue or black ink only)
4.  Workbook (supplied by MCCSC).
5.  Textbook (supplied by MCCSC): Funk, H., Koenig, M., Koithan, U., Scherling, T. (2002). Geni@l A1: A German Course for Young People.  Langenscheidt Pub. Inc. Berlin, Germany.

SUGGESTED MATERIALS:
1.	Basic Pocket German Dictionary
2.	3x5 Note cards and different colored pens/pencils for creating flashcards
RINGBINDER
Your ringbinder will be a collection of all the written work you have done during the course. Keep it neat and in order.  During periodic “ringbinder checks,” students will be required to find specific handouts or notes in order to earn points.

RINGBINDER DIVIDERS:
Please label your dividers: 1. SYLLABUS. 2. CLASS NOTES. (Include Loose Leaf Paper!). 
3. HANDOUTS.  4. VOCABULARY (Must Include Loose Leaf Paper!). 
5. COMPLETED HOMEWORK & COMPLETED TESTS/QUIZZES.

ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to be prompt.  Students who enter the room after the bell are tardy and must excuse themselves by saying, “Entschuldigung, ich bin zu spät.” 
· 1st Tardy = Verbal Warning 
· 2nd Tardy = Call to Parent / Guardian
· 3rd / 4th Tardy = Detention
· 5th + Tardy = Disciplinary Office Referral (D.O.R.) for every additional tardy.
The student tardy count will start over at the semester break.
Students who arrive more than 15 minutes late will be marked as Absent.
 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:
•	Arrival / Bell Work: Upon entering the classroom, students should immediately look at the board or projector for instructions on the bell work.  Students should be working as soon as the bell rings. 
•	Dismissal: Class is not over until the teacher dismisses you.  Until that time, stay in your seat and remain focused.  Do not put away your materials early, or line up at the door.  Before exiting the classroom, be sure to leave a tidy workspace for the next student.

HOMEWORK: 
As with a musical instrument, learning a language requires continuous practice. It is therefore expected that you spend no less than five hours per week on homework, preparation and memorization (including days with no classes scheduled). 
•	Homework is assigned every day.  Students should keep all work organized in their binders. 
•	Absolutely NO late homework is accepted unless it is make-up work for an excused absence.  If a student does not come to class with their assignment, they will receive a zero.  In order to avoid a failing grade, students may complete an alternative assignment.  The alternative assignment will be a task such as a worksheet or memorization project that is equal in value to the missed assignment.

ABSENCES / MAKE-UP WORK:
•	It is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignments/quizzes/tests were missed during an absence.  Check the Skyward or our class website to learn in advance what was missed. 
•	If you have an excused absence you have the same number of days absent to turn in your assignments.  Assignments not completed within the allotted time will be given a zero.  Students must then complete an alternative assignment to receive credit.
•	If you return to school on a test day and you have had prior knowledge of the test, you will be expected to take the test in class that day.  
•	If absences are unexcused, a “0” will be given for all missed work.

PLAGIARISM:  The use of machine translators (aka computer translation) such as Babelfish or Google Translate is strictly prohibited. Any assignment that is determined to have been translated from English by a computer will automatically receive a zero.
GRADE OVERVIEW:    For each 6 weeks students will earn points in the following categories and given the following weights.  The Semester Exam (in December) and the Final Exam (in May) account for 35% of a student’s semester grade.  Students whose overall semester grade is C- or lower will be required to repeat the course.

GRADES:

Class Participation/Binder	10% 		Quizzes	 / Tests		25%	
Homework			30 % 		Exams			35%

What is participation?


· Trying to learn
· Taking notes
· Helping others learn
· Working on assigned tasks
· Speaking in German
· Practicing in groups or pairs

· Coming prepared to class
· Repeating after the teacher 
· Having all assignments completed
· Continuing the activity until the teacher indicates you may stop
· Volunteering to ask and answer questions
YOU WILL lose participation points if you are distracting others, interrupting the teacher, or refusing to practice speaking German during a class activity.  Students will be given additional information on participation grading during Term 2.

Grades are a reflection of all the graded course components and are assigned based on the following scale.

Grade	Minimum %
A+	96.5 		B+	86.5 		C+	76.5 		D+	66.5
A	92.5 		B	82.5		C	72.5		D	62.5
A-	89.5 		B-	79.5 		C-	69.5 		D-	59.5 	F 59.4% or less





---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	


	
COURSE POLICIES:
Teacher Agreement:
Frau Neumann will post the homework on the board and on the class website every day.  She will be open to hearing students’ constructive feedback on the class. 

Student Agreement:    I have thoroughly read and understood the course expectations and policies in this syllabus.  I will honor this document.

Student Signature: ______________________________________	Class Period: ________	

Please print your name:___________________________________	Date: ________________
